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The Non-profit Foundation

Fundacion Casa Cultural La
Chispa, locally known as La
Chispa, and its cafe, El
Arrebato, are community
spaces committed to peace as
well as political, social and
environmental justice. La
Chispa and El Arrebato
accompany the local
community through the
creation, design and
implementation of alternative
education programs in three
transversal lines of work.
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Our Art for Social Transformation program focuses on how art and culture affect the individual and the
collective,aswell as their power to transformthe society asawhole. We are interested inhow the art we
create and exhibit in La Chispa can add to a larger dialogue about the social and political debates of our
time.

Our Rural-Urban Relationship and Agroecology program focuses on urban gardening, El Arrebato farm
to table cafe, agroecology and creating sustainable relationships between the urban and rural
communitiesin Colombia.

Our Peace and Conflict Resolution program promotes an open and safe space for debate and dialogue
around political issues, to encourage active participationindemocratic processes. Our primary interests
are historic and collective memory, models of development in Colombia, international geopolitics,
human and environmental rights, social justice and intersecting systems of oppression, the armed, social
and economical Colombian conflicts and their resistance movements, the negotiations and subsequent
accords between the Colombian government and the guerrillas and the grassroots construction of
democracy.



The International Artists in Residence Program

Thelnternational Artistsin Residence programis currently accepting applications
frominternational artists, activists and educators for the upcoming sessions: August to November 2023
Accepted applicants may spend one tofour months of their sessioninresidence.

Our program is flexible for individuals working and researching within our three transversal lines of
work: Art for Social Transformation, Peace and Conflict Resolution, and Sustainable Urban-Rural
Relations and Agroecology. We are a diverse community of artists, educators and activists and are
excited to offer this opportunity for cultural exchange and reflective creation.

We will accept one to four AiR per month throughout the session to join our community. While we do not
prescribe specific requirements for cultural exchange, we do look for AiR who are interested in
participating in our community during their session. This will look different depending on each
individual, but may include activities like helping in our gardens, sharing meals, or presenting work in
progress with the resident community or the public at large. We are part of multiple platformsinthecity,
and our AiRwill have access to awide network of individuals and organizations within their fields.

LaChispaislocatedinan historicdowntown property in the heart of Medellin, Colombia. The property is
a cultural heritage site, due to its architecture, and includes an extensive urban garden, indoor and
outdoor patio spaces, a professionally sprung dance floor, and plenty of rooms for work, contemplation
and creation.

Duringthe session, AiR have accesstoafully stocked shared kitchento cook for themselves aswell as
lunch provided by El Arrebato Monday through Friday. Each AiR has their own private room, and access
tothesharedfacilities of theresidence and co-working spaces of the foundation.

Our AIR program fees are USD 1,200 per month. This includes all food, lodging and work space costs.
Please note that specific art materials and the returning of visual artwork to visual and plastic artists'
country of originare additional coststotheartist and notincluded in our programfees.



VISA requirements:

La Chispa does not provide visas for AiR. All AiR are expected to comply with Colombian
migration and immigration law to participate in the session. Please note as you are planning your
application that, depending on your country of origin, your entry visa may be granted for 60, 90
or 180days.

Language requirements:

Our program is not language restrictive, however, the operating language of La Chispa is
Spanish. Translation services can be acquired for additional costs for work and other personal
needs, if required, at the local daily rate. We encourage all of our AiR to take this opportunity to
practice their Spanishinour community.

To apply:

E-mail your CV and a statement of purpose for your residency. Please include your proposed
dates within our upcoming session, your intentions for your time as a part of our community and
if you areinterestedin presenting your work ininformal or curated spaces duringyour timeatLa
Chispa.We accept andreview applicationsonarollingbasis. All application materials should be
sent in one e-mail to: direccion@lachispa.co with “Artist in Residence” in the subject line. Please
note that access to La Chispa requires climbing stairs and that the property does not have
wheelchair accessibility.
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LA CHISPA

http://www.lachispa.co/
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